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SUB J : ZAYID LEAVES FOR PAKISTAN AFTER MEETING WITH UAE SUPREME 
COUNCIL 

REF: LONDON 0435 NOTAL 

1. SHAIKH ZAYID FINALLY DEPARTED ABU DHABI JAN 12 ON HIS LONG DELAYED 

ANNUAL HUNTING TRIP TO PAKISTAN. PRESIDENT'S FINAL ACT OF 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS WAS PRESIDING OVER WEEKEND MTG OF UAE 
SUPREME COUNCIL. COUNCIL APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN HASTILY CONVENED 
BY ZAYID, WHO REPORTEDLY WISHED RULERS TO RATIFY RECENT 
GOVT REORGANIZATION. PRESIDENT, IN FACT, MAY HAVE FACED SOME 
TOUGH QUESTIONING AND EVEN CRITICISM FROM SEVERAL OF RULERS, 
NOTABLY QUWASSIM FROM SHARJAH AND RAS AL KHAIMAH, WHO HAVE 
OBJECTED TO HIS LACK OF CONSULTATION WITH THEM OVER SELECTION NEW 
CABINET. 

2. PRESS MENTIONED THAT COUNCIL TOOK NUMBER OF DECISIONS IMPLE- 
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POLICY. COUNCIL ENDORSED ARAB POLICY OF REGAINING OCCUPIED 
LANDS AND RESTORATION OF PALESTINIAN RIGHTS. AND ALSO STRESSED 
IMPORTANCE OF STRENGTHENING TIES WITH ALL FRIENDLY STATES, WITH 
PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO BE GIVEN TO THE ISLAMIC 
STATES. INDICATION THAT NUMBER OF PROBLEMS MUST STILL BE 
IRONED OUT BEFORE NEW GOVT UNDER SHAIKH MAKTOUM BIN RASHID CAN 
BEGIN FUNCTIONING WAS SUDDEN RETURN TO UAE BY FEDERATION'S 
LONDON AMB, MAHDI TAJIR, WHO WITH FM SUWAIDI HAS PLAYED KEY 
ROLE BEHIND THE SCENE IN EFFORTS STRENGTHEN GOVT. 

3. ZAYID HAD HOPED LEAVE ON VACATION IMMEDIAWELY AFTER 'ID 
HOLIDAY, BUT FORCED DELAY TO RECEIVE PRESIDENTS OF GABON 

AND SOMALIA AND FORMIN OF TANZANIA. VISIBLY WEARY OF AFFAIRS OF 
STATE, ESPECIALLY STREAM OF MONEY-SEEKING VISITORS, ZAYID RESISTED 
LAST MINUTE EFFORTS OF FORMIN SUWAIDI TO PERSUADE HIM TO REMAIN FOR 
EXTRA DAY OR SO TO MEET WITH NEW BRITISH FCO MIN OF STATE. 

LORD BALNIEL WHO ARRIVED FROM MUSCAT LATER JAN 12. 

BRITISH EMBASSY OBVIOUSLY ANNOYED THAT ZAYID COULD NOT 
GRASP IMPORTANCE (IN UK VIEW) OF BEING ON HAND TO RECEIVE FIRST 
FCO MINISTERIAL-LEVEL VISITOR SINCE INDEPENDENCE. 

4. ALTHOUGH PRESS DESCRIBED TRIP AS PRIVATE ONE LASTING 
"SEVERAL DAYS", CONSENSUS IS UAE PRESIDENT UNLIKELY TO RETURN 
HOME UNTIL AFTER ISLAMIC SUMMIT SCHEDULED FOR FEB 22. 

GRIFFIN 
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